from odontometrics-the measurements of the elements that make up these appliances and/or any teeth that have survived-suggest that only Etruscan women wore them.3 Second, detailed examination of the extant examples has yielded precise information regarding their construction.4 When combined with the extensive archaeological data, this new evidence seems to confirm that gold dental appliances were worn only by Etruscan women, suggesting that cosmetic concerns were paramount in their creation. This accords well with what is known about Etruscan women and their public presentation. The decline of Etruscan culture in the face of growing Roman dominance also may explain why these appliances appear to have faded from view, probably in a pattern parallel to the decline in the use of the Etruscan language.5 The literary evidence for Roman use of dental prostheses remains unsupported by archaeological evidence. Different mortuary customs among the Romans may have resulted in the removal of gold appliances before interment, or the use of these decorative items may have been restricted to Etruscans living among the Romans.
Direct and detailed study of the nine surviving Etruscan appliances and, whenever possible, the few teeth that survive has been basic to the creation of a new catalogue. Also included in this new list are the six known "Eastern" wire dental appliances associated with the later Phoenician tradition. These are fashioned from gold or silver wire, but appear to have served purposes distinct from those of the Etruscan form. The Eastern appliances, however, were only worn by men.6 A catalogue incorporating all of the known appliances as well as some suspected examples also enables us to identify copies, of which many exist, as well as specious examples of appliances and objects that have been considered to be dental implants.7
Intensive searching of the archaeological, dental, and technical literature has revealed two examples that had come to the United States and were not noted in previous catalogues. A third and nearly unknown example was also brought to America about the same time. All three of these specimens, now lost, were originally published in obscure journals. In this article I collate the evidence on these pieces and assess their contribution to our understanding of this important aspect of Etruscan technology and culture. Both of the Barrett gold appliances were simple bands, within which only some of the original teeth may have remained. Waite suggests that he borrowed both pieces in 1885, and exhibited them before two New York dental societies. The Barrett II appliance must have been recovered about 1885, and Helbig provides a description of the tomb goods.25 He suggests that the appliance is from a "tombe a fossa che furono scoperte in uno strato inferiore a quello teste' descritto," one that appears to.be early fifth century B.C. in date. Helbig concludes that the earlier tomb with the Barrett II appliance dated from the sixth century B.C., and that the appliance is thus the earliest example known. Edlund places the three surviving artifacts that were recovered from the tomb with the appliance in the fifth century, and a date of 500-480 B.C. seems reasonable. Helbig's evaluation of the date, on the basis of Attic vases from a tomb at Tarquinia, did not contradict his statement that at that time this was the earliest known example of a gold dental appliance. Only in 1898 was an earlier example discovered at Satricum. Helbig also referred to " Table X, The Albright-Knox Museum in Buffalo now includes a small collection of ancient artifacts. The location of the Museum across the street from the Erie County Historical Society, to which some of the Barrett collection supposedly had been bequeathed, suggests that it should be checked for Roman or Etruscan ceramics or other items that may have once been held by Barrett. Similarly, the enormous warehouse of the Erie County Historical Society, opened in 1990, contains vast numbers of boxes that have yet to be inventoried. One or more of these three small Etruscan gold dental appliances may be among these vast holdings.
THE VAN MARTER APPLIANCE
A third appliance, also now missing, was found near the Lake of Valseno (Bolseno), near Rome ( fig.   24 Weinberger (supra n. 16) 125; also Becker, unpublished manuscript (supra n. 7) on appliances from Tarquinia.
25 Helbig (supra n. 10); see also Edlund (supra n. 11). 26 Helbig (supra n. 10) 26. Helbig refers to "Schoell p.
155," a reference that I have been unable to locate. 27 Edlund (supra n. 11) 82. 28 Helbig (supra n. 10). The replacement tooth, probably of ivory or bone, would have been carved to mimic the crown of the tooth that it replaced. The base was cut into a rectangular shape that would be stable in its collar and unlikely to slip. The gold band or collar for this replacement was then attached to the custom-shaped lateral loops by a cold-welding process. Then the lateral bands were fitted to the living teeth by simply pressing the soft (relatively pure) gold band securely around them. Construction of this appliance indicates that it was meant to be a permanent fixture.
DISCUSSION
Etruscan dental appliances were made exclusively for women, as noted above. An even more interesting finding is based on the observation that the teeth commonly replaced by these pontics are central incisors. Etruscan adults frequently lost molars to dental decay after the age of 40, a common feature of their aging pattern.33 Incisors are rarely lost, however, except in very old age, usually beyond the age of 70 or 75 years. Thus we may infer that certain high-status Etruscan women deliberately had an incisor removed in order to be fitted with a gold band appliance with a replacement, or reused, tooth. Deliberate tooth removal, or dental evulsion, is a cultural 
